
 

Join the Great Backyard Bird Count Feb 17-20 
Watch for Snowy Owls and early migrants on the move 

 

February 6, 2012—Warmer temperatures 

and lack of snow in parts of North America 

are setting the stage for what could be a 

most intriguing 15
th

 annual Great Backyard 

Bird Count, coming up February 17-20. 

 

Bird watchers across the U.S. and Canada 

are getting ready to tally millions of birds in 

the annual count coordinated by the Cornell 

Lab of Ornithology, Audubon, and Canadian 

partner Bird Studies Canada.  

 

In past counts, participants were most likely 

to report American Robins in areas without 

snow. Will more robins be seen farther north 

this year? Will some birds, such as Eastern 

Phoebes, begin their migrations earlier? And 

where will the “Harry Potter” owl turn up 

next? Snowy Owls have dazzled spectators 

as these Arctic birds have ventured south in unusual numbers this winter--an unpredictable 

occurrence that experts believe is related more to the availability of food than to weather. 

 

Participants count birds at any location they wish for at least 15 minutes on one or more days of 

the count, then enter their tallies at www.birdcount.org. Anyone can participate in the free event, 

and no registration is required.  

 

Last year, participants submitted more than 92,000 checklists with more than 11 million bird 

observations. These data capture a picture of how bird populations are changing across the 

continent year after year--a feat that would be impossible without the help of tens of thousands of 

participants. 
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http://www.birdcount.org/
http://www.birdcount.org/
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/Page.aspx?pid=1478&ac=ac
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/Page.aspx?pid=1478&ac=ac
http://www.audubon.org/
http://www.bsc-eoc.org/
http://www.birdcount.org/


“The Great Backyard Bird Count provides an easy way for the public to contribute to our knowledge of 

birds and the state of the environment as a whole,” said Bird Studies Canada scientist Richard Cannings. 

“This huge database is an important annual snap-shot of bird populations across the continent.” 

To learn more about how to join the count, get bird ID tips, downloadable instructions, a how-to 

video, past results, and more visit www.birdcount.org. The count also includes a photo contest 

and a prize drawing for participants who enter at least one bird checklist online. 

 

The Great Backyard Bird Count is made possible in part by sponsor Wild Birds Unlimited.     

# 

 

Editors: Visit the GBBC News Room for high-resolution images and your state’s top-10 lists 

from the 2011 count. Please also inquire about possible interviews with local participants. 

 

Contacts:  

 Pat Leonard, Cornell Lab of Ornithology, (607) 254-2137, pel27@cornell.edu        

 Delta Willis, Audubon, (212) 979-3197, dwillis@audubon.org 

 Dick Cannings, Bird Studies Canada, (250) 493-3393 (Pacific Coast time), 

dcannings@birdscanada.org 

 
The Cornell Lab of Ornithology is a membership institution dedicated to interpreting and conserving the earth’s 

biological diversity through research, education, and citizen science focused on birds. Visit the Cornell Lab’s website 

at www.birds.cornell.edu. 

 

Audubon is dedicated to protecting birds and other wildlife and the habitat that supports them. Our national 

network of community-based nature centers and chapters, scientific and educational programs, and advocacy on 

behalf of areas sustaining important bird populations, engage millions of people of all ages and backgrounds in 

conservation. www.audubon.org 

 

Bird Studies Canada administers regional, national, and international research and monitoring programs that 

advance the understanding, appreciation, and conservation of wild birds and their habitats. We are Canada’s 

national body for bird conservation and science, and we are a non-governmental charitable organization. 

www.birdscanada.org 
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